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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication^) filed on 01 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1.3-17.21-24 and 34-M is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) M Claimfe) 1.3-13.21-24 and 3d is/are alln WO H 

6) S Claimfe) 14-17.34 and 35 is/am r^n^rt 

7) D Claimfe) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claimfe) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) D The drawingfe) filed on _ is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3)D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 200405 



Application/Control Number: 09/878,128 
Art Unit: 2873 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Terminal Disclaimer 

The terminal disclaimer filed on March 1 , 2004 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 
6,631 ,987 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been 
recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 3-13, 21-24 and 36 are allowed. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate or fairly 
suggest the limitations of the independent claims, in such a manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination 
of all the claimed features as presented, for example, in independent claim 1 , which 
include the an optical filter for viewing an object having an optically absorptive lens with 
a spectral transmittance that includes an object contrast spectral window and a 
background spectral window. 
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Claim R jections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 14-17, 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 

as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 

matter which applicant regards as the invention. These claims refer to "eyewear" which 

has no antecedent basis in claim 10. Perhaps claim 14 was intended 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott J. Sugarman whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2340. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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